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NOTICE OF QUARTERLY GENERAL MEETING  
 

Venue:  FISH HOEK CIVIC CENTRE. 
Date: THURSDAY 27 NOVEMBER 2014. Time: 19h30 

 

 
MEETING AGENDA 

 

1. WELCOME, Introductions and Apologies. 
 

2. GUEST SPEAKER :  PATRICK DOWLING (Chairman – Far South Peninsula Community Forum                            
                                    and Project Manager – WESSA) 

                 TOPIC :  THE ENVIRONMENT IS THE REAL ECONOMY        

3. MINUTES of the Quarterly General Meeting held on 28 August 2014 & matters arising   
4. COUNCILLOR’s Report. 
5. TREASURER’s Report 
6. CHAIRPERSON’s Report 
7. GENERAL 

 

 Refreshments will be served at the conclusion of the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRPERSON, FHVRRA: Janet Holwill, P.O. Box 22125 Fish Hoek 7974 
Tel: 021 785 1328   Cell: 082 920 7306   Email:jholwill@iafrica.com    

 

 
Newsletter for November 2014  

 

 

 

 
FHVRRA SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 

Annual Subscriptions (R70 per household) due on 1 January 2015 
 

Your address label / e-mail letter indicates the current status of your subs.  
Subs @ R70 for 2015 were agreed at the August QGM.  

Members are invited to make voluntary additional donations.   
 

Members unable to afford the subscription fees are advised to contact the Association's Chairperson 
(Tel: 021-785-1328), in full confidence and no obligation, to discuss a reduced fee. 

 
Details of our bank account for Bank deposits or EFT payments:  

A/C Name: FHVRRA. A/C No: 374203091. Bank: Standard – Fish Hoek.  
Bank Code for deposits: 036009. Bank Code for EFT payments: 051001.  

Indicate: “subs-your initials-your surname” in the payment reference. 
 

Subs can also be posted to P.O. Box 22125, Fish Hoek 7974, or paid at the following establishments: 
A.P.Jones (Bedding Dept. 1

st
 floor), Regal Cycles and ReproClinic (Valyland).  

Please note: CASH ONLY at pay points. Add R20 for cheque deposits to cover bank fees. 
 

 

 

This Newsletter has been kindly sponsored by your FAVOURITE LOCAL SUPERMARKET 

 

 
 

 

The Arcade, Fish Hoek 

Phone: 021 782 0361/4 
 

WE ARE OPEN FROM 8AM to 8PM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

INCLUDING PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
 
 

 

Printed by Fish Hoek Printing, Tel (021) 782 0177.                                       Prepared by the EXCO Committee of FHVRRA.  

FISH HOEK VALLEY 
RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS 

ASSOCIATION 
(FHVRRA) 
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Newsletter for November 2014  
 

Our Guest Speaker: 
Our guest speaker is Patrick Dowling, Chairman of the Far South Peninsula Community Forum and 
Project Manager at the Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA). Patrick has 
been with WESSA since 1998.  Before that he worked as a teacher and Deputy Principal after 
completing an H.E.D. and B.Ed at UCT. 
 
Patrick sees the purpose of education as enabling people to participate effectively in life, solve 
problems, integrate issues, deal with complexity and make informed, ethical decisions.  
Environmental Education, he says, is about all the above with the added focus on sustainability 
and ecosystem health related to human activity.    
 
His current projects at WESSA include the development and popularisation of more sustainable 
living. He is also involved with running accredited and non-accredited courses related to 
Environmental education, water, alien invasive plants, energy, waste minimization and 
ecosystems.  These are for a variety of participants ranging from political decision makers to youth 
and special interest groups as well as school goers and teachers. Some of his time is allocated to 
supporting WESSA membership and civil society participation in environmental work including 
Environment Impact Assessments, compliance, rehabilitation and policy development.   

Beach matters  
As we all welcome our warm and windy summer our thoughts turn to the beach. We are pleased 
that the Council initiated a big clean up of Fish Hoek beach on 1st November before the start of the 
season. Thanks are also due to Lorraine Lemmon-Warde for her vigilance in keeping the City aware 
of maintenance issues.  One of the things being attended to is the sea-weed.  At present it is 
collected and taken away but it has been suggested that it be put on the dunes in front of the 
beach cottages to stabilize the dunes which are badly eroded by the summer South Easters.   

The shower/changing facility near the lighthouse has become badly degraded. It is tatty and very 
smelly from being used as a public convenience. Consequently it has been decided to demolish it. 
There is a shower outside the life-savers’ clubhouse and another at the Galley end of the beach.  
The beach parking area adjacent to the lighthouse has been neglected.  The surface has been 
deteriorating for some time.  We understand that this parking area is to be re-graded before the 
Cape Point Challenge which is an international Paddle Ski event. This will benefit locals parking 
there this summer. 

The Fish Hoek shark net will be put in the water each day in summer (starting 1st November), 
weather permitting.  At Glencairn beach the KwaZulu Natal Sharks Board, in conjunction with the 
Institute for Maritime Technology, have installed their new shark prevention device. The pods 
anchored to the sea-bed emit frequencies that deter sharks. Shark activity is being monitored daily 
by cameras on the mountain and there is a hut on Elsie’s Point which is manned by a shark spotter 
who will run onto the beach to warn bathers if a shark is spotted. 
 
The shark spotters need a new hut on Fish Hoek beach to replace the old Wendy House used to 
store their equipment. This is in addition to the shark spotters’ hut on the mountainside. Ald. 
Felicity Purchase has asked us to advise you that she is looking for sponsorship of R60 000. 
 
Sea water pollution 
The very high E-coli counts in water taken off Fish Hoek beach have been a problem for several 
years. Sea water samples are taken twice-monthly off the Galley, off the lighthouse and two more 
at the Silvermine River end of the beach.  
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After strenuous efforts by the Riverine Rovers and the FHVRRA, the Silvermine River pollution 
problems have been considerably reduced and are really only problematic when there is a sewage 
spill which is not repaired quickly.  
 
For the past eighteen months we have requested that action be taken to reduce the E-coli count at 
the Galley end of the beach; more specifically for the Council to check the sewage and storm 
water pipes in the Recreation Road area. Finally, when a hole developed in Recreation Road 
outside Barracudas in August, it was realised that the sewage pipes under the road had collapsed. 
The whole connection had to be dug up and renewed. The result – the E-coli count has dropped 
from +5000 to 4!  This is most encouraging and the Council has promised that the smoke detector 
machine will be used in early November to check the pipes that feed into the lighthouse outlet. 
This machine pumps smoke down the pipes which leaks out wherever there is a hole or cracked 
pipes. We will continue to monitor the sea water pollution reports but we are hopeful that at last 
the officials are getting to grips with the problem.  
 
The FHVRRA will be meeting City officials to review the latest status on 7th November. 
 
Clovelly Station and Main Road upgrade from Kalk Bay to Clovelly 
Work has at last commenced on the wall to be built above Clovelly station to support the Main 
Road and services upgrade. The station is to be demolished and the rubble used to back-fill the 
wall. It will make a huge difference to traffic flow once completed, but we are in for some 
frustrating delays once the road building starts from Kalk Bay harbour in about a year’s time.  
 
The vagrants that used to live around the station and under the platforms have now moved but it 
is rather disturbing to report that they have settled under the road/railway bridge at Clovelly and 
in the bush across the road between the wetlands and the police station. Please be aware of this 
and be careful. 
 
Teenager Activities  
The FHVRRA Exco has been aware of the lack of facilities and entertainment for young people in 
the valley and, as reported at the August QGM, our secretary Chantal Breytenbach undertook a 
survey at Fish Hoek High School which reveals the types of entertainments teenagers would most 
like to see. The top 8 requests are  

1- a cinema, 2- Arcade games, 3 -skate board park, 4- 10 pin bowling, 5- a coffee meeting place 

for teenagers, 6- a water park , 7- cycle ramps, 8- under 18’s disco. 

The cinema is out of the question and the new Sun Valley Centre management has confirmed that 
the Centre will not have a cinema as there would be insufficient support. The previous cinemas in 
the valley have closed for this reason. We are investigating the possibility of an open-air cinema 
for the summer months. They are very popular but as wind is a serious factor a wind-free or wind-
reduced site/venue would be desirable. We would like to see a skate board park built either 
at/near the beach or at the sports fields and we are investigating ways and means of funding this. 
Chantal is also working towards having discos in the civic centre – well controlled for under 18’s. 
 
Sub-Council awards  
The South Peninsula Sub-Council has requested nominations for either individuals or organisations 
that work/operate in the Far South and deserve recognition. They would like to have 
recommendations in various categories such as sports, including sportsmen and women who have 
represented SA overseas, service category, voluntary work, working with children and any other 
category you consider worthy of recognition. In short our unsung heroes!   
Please send in a short motivation or CV as soon as possible as the closing date was 4th November 
but late entries will be considered. Send to felicity.purchase@capetown.gov.za or drop them at 
the Sub-Council office, Central Circle, Fish Hoek. 
 

mailto:felicity.purchase@capetown.gov.za
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Traffic Enforcement and Increased Traffic Flows  
You may have noticed there has been an increase in traffic enforcement in the Far South. The 
traffic department has been working very hard and we are grateful for this service as the standard 
of driving seems to be worsening.  
 
Statistics for traffic accidents on Ou Kaapse Weg including Glencairn freeway are:  2009 - 166; 
2010 -165; 2011 - 137; 2012 - 217; 2013 - 198; 2014 (6 months) – 106. This averages about an 
accident every other day.  
 
Ou Kaapse Weg has heavy usage and it is essential that something be done to ensure that the 
traffic flows smoothly and behaves with consideration for others.  We are still hoping that the 
Silvermine Road intersection will be improved soon and that the promised up-grades on 
Kommetjie Road between Glencairn Expressway and Capri will be implemented.  Once the new 
Sun Valley Centre is opened (November 2015) there will be a huge increase in traffic around the 
Noordhoek turn off. The main entrance into the parking for the Centre will be off Noordhoek Drive 
opposite Montrose Close. Chapman’s Bay estate is apparently selling well and building will begin 
soon, but we are very worried about the entrance/exit from this estate into Ou Kaapse Weg. It is 
potentially a dangerous corner with traffic speeding down the mountain and traffic crossing to 
turn right up the mountain.  
 
Street people 
The increasing number of street people has become a problem throughout the City. Recently our 
Sub-Council held a street people’s workshop. Described as a street people’s audit pilot scheme, 
the aim was to show Council where to put their resources. They will be monitoring existing street 
people and looking out for new ones. The City wishes to develop a standard operating procedure 
for street people for the whole city.  
 
Membership 
We really encourage new members to join the FHVRRA and particularly to join our Exco.  
Attracting volunteers becomes harder each year and this is not just a Fish Hoek problem. Both 
Simon’s Town and Noordhoek civic associations collapsed earlier this year and now six months 
later there have been efforts to revive them as their input into civic affairs was sorely missed. We 
strive to make the Fish Hoek valley an attractive place in which to live and represent concerns of 
you all in social, economic, infrastructural and environmental matters. Our newsletter is also 
published on the Scenic South website and we are starting our own facebook page.  
 

E-mail addresses  
If you are presently receiving our correspondence (newsletters, etc) by post but do have an e-mail address 
which could rather be used, please advise Helen O’Regan by e-mail or return the form below.  

      
      SUBSCRIPTIONS: Membership: Helen O’Regan - Tel: 021 782 4268   E-mail: hnoregan@axxess.co.za    

  Postal Address - PO Box 22125, Fish Hoek, 7974  

 
 
 
 
 

RETURN SLIP FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS      Tick box      

 

 

Full Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Street Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Postal Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………    

(if different to street)                                                          

  

Telephone: …….…………   Cell: ………………..    E-mail:  …….…………………………………………... 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 – R70 2014 – R60 


